






LIFE ON A STAR FAMILY CONFERENCE I  
Sat 8/11 to sat 8/18

The Feast of Reason  
and the Flow of Soul:  

Exploring the rich, living heritage  
of American UUism

www.lifeonastar.org

Join us for an intellectually engaging and spiritually fulfill-
ing week on Star celebrating 50 years of LOAS I conferences 
with a variety of Star traditions and workshops for all!

Featured Speaker: Megan Marshall, scholar and award-
winning author of The Peabody Sisters: Three Women who 
Ignited American Romanticism, will draw connections 
between Unitarianism’s founding era of reform-minded spir-
ituality and our own, and will speak about her biography, 
The Passion of Margaret Fuller, coming in 2013.

Minister: Rev. Dr. Michael Tino, UU Fellowship of 
Northern Westchester, NY, president of UU Allies for 
Racial Equity, member of the UUA Board of Trustees.

Conference chairs: Marion Halberg and Michael 
Hardiman.

Registration for  
Life on a Star Conferences

Conference Programming Fee: $100/adult, $75/child 
– Register by March 10th and pay at 2011 rates of $90/
adult and $70/child. Make the check out to “LOAS.”

Registrar: Shelley Lauer Bader, LOASregistrar@
gmail.com, 649 Park Ave., Huntington, NY 11743

Financial Aid: Partial scholarships are available. For 
an application, please contact the registrar.

Early registration is crucial to our planning; 
registering by March 10 is extremely helpful.
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LIFE ON A STAR FAMILY CONFERENCE II 
sat 8/18 to sat 8/25

The Quest for Wholeness  
in Critical Times

www.lifeonastar.org

Stefano Carta, internationally recognized Italian Jungian 
scholar, will discuss his views of the fundamental tenets of 
Jungian psychology, focusing on its approach to the partic-
ular “nature” of “human nature,” a personal reflection on 
feeling, meaning, beauty and God by a religious non-believer. 
These discussions will be illustrated by myth and story telling, 
music and film, images and alchemical and clinical examples. 

Featured Speaker: Stefano Carta, Italian Jungian scholar

Minister: We’re delighted to have joining us again the 
Rev. Libby Smith, a lifelong Unitarian and minister at the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Lower Bucks, PA.

Please join us for a week of stimulating conversation, relax-
ation, fun, friendship, music and retreat. 

Conference chairs: Tanya Van Order and Beat Barblan.

Road Scholar I (formerly 
Elderhostel) ~ SAT 8/25 to FRI 8/31  

Road Scholar II ~ mon 9/3 to sun 9/9

www.roadscholar.org

Road Scholar wil l continue to be what 
Elderhostel was, a program created for and 
attractive to older, primarily retired adults. The 
programs are for adults to learn, grow, explore 
and relax in a unique island setting. To regis-
ter, call Road Scholar headquarters at (877) 
426-8056. 

Watercolor Painting on a 
Historic Ocean Island (#11879)
Enjoy painting where Childe Hassam created 
over 100 canvases. Focus on shoreline land-
scapes, the lighthouse, stone buildings and ocean 
seascapes on the historic Isles of Shoals. Create 
your own mix of class instruction, painting on 
location and daily critique to suit your inter-
ests. Beginners through advanced painters are 
welcome.

Digital Photography on a 
Historic Ocean Island (#15432)
Explore, study and photograph the beautiful 
Isles of Shoals. Each day includes instruc-
tion, critique, historical studies, free time for 
exploring, composing and taking photographs 
and the mutual support of other photographers. 
Emphasis will be on composition, visual lan-
guage and learning how to see. Beginning and 
experienced photographers are welcome. 

New Conferences on Star Island

Gosport Regatta, pg. 4
Literary Festival, pg. 17

Bridge, pg. 20
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PELICAN Homecoming REUNION  
Fri 8/31 or Sat 9/1 to Mon 9/3

Pelican Homecoming Reunion
www.pelicansarepelicans.com

Pelican Reunion Homecoming welcomes you to relive 
and create new memories on Star Island over Labor 
Day Weekend. Join Pelicans of every generation in 
a conference that offers just the right mix of sched-
uled activities and time to say to your friends, “Ah 
yes, I remember it well,” as you gaze out at Gosport 
Harbor. There will be intergenerational activities 
like Chapel services, Lobster Dinner and much 
more. Children – and parents – will enjoy the excel-
lent Pelicans-in-Training (PIT) program. Don’t let 
another year go by without reconnecting with friends 
who shared Star as their home for the summer! 

Conference Programming Fee: $15 postmarked 
before July 1/$30 after. Make check out to “Pelican 
Reunion Conference.”

Registrar: Matthew Baya, 184 Southworth Street, 
Williamstown, MA 01267 413-884-1111, registrar@
pelicansarepelicans.org

Financial Aid: Contact Nathan Soule for details at 
financial aid@pelicansarepelicans.org.

Children’s PIT Crew Program: Includes super-
vised daytime activities, shared social hour coverage, 
evening babysitters. Contact Melanie Elliot, PIT 
Coordinator at PIT@pelicansarepelicans.org.

16

Historic Star ~ Sat 8/25 to Tues 8/28 or Sat 9/1

Mystery & Mayhem on  
the Isles of Shoals and Beyond

www.starisland.org/historicstar

Investigate the lore and legends of the Isles of Shoals and 
the nearby seacoast. Determine the truth behind stories 
of pirates, treasure, ghosts and murder just 10 miles off 
the coasts of Maine and New Hampshire. Learn of the 
isolated village of Gosport on Star Island and the seem-
ingly peculiar behavior of its residents. Immerse yourself 
in scandals of bygone eras.

Guest Speakers: Isles of Shoals & Seacoast Historians

Minister: Rev. Rosemarie Smurzynski

Conference Programming Fee: Full conference: $100/
adult, $60/child 6-17, free/under 6; 3-night session: 
$65/adult, $40/6-17yrs., free/under 6. Make check 
out to “Star Island Corporation,” memo: Historic Star 
Conference.

Registrar: Patricia Coleman, HistoricStarRegistrar@
gmail.com, (603) 436-7816, 61 Tidewater Farm Rd, 
Greenland, NH 03840.

Meditation Week ~ Sat 8/25 to Sat 9/1

Meditation & Simplicity
www.StarMeditation.org

Join us for a week devoted to “practicing presence,” 
through formal silent group meditation, solitary nature 
contemplation, mindful socializing and savoring little 
moments throughout the day.  Evening chapel services 
will explore facets of our “meditation and simplicity” 
theme.  This retreat is suitable for beginning to advanced 
meditators from many traditions and faith backgrounds.

Conference Programming Fee: $90/person. Make check 
out to “Studio Zero, Inc.”

Minister and Registrar: Rev. David Scheuneman, 
Dave@StudioZero.org, (702) 530-ZERO, c/o Star Island 
Corporation, 30 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801

Financial Aid: See our website.



CONFERENCE OF THE LAITY ~ Fri 8/31 or Sat 9/1 to Mon 9/3

Take a Load Off, or Do You Have an App for Sabbath?
This Labor Day will be fun! Reflect on the contemporary relevance of Sabbath through discussion, exercises for 
body, mind and spirit and fun activities. The secular wisdom of the “slow” movement and “take back your time” 
will enhance faith-based explorations, and there’ll be time for contemplation, recreation or porch sitting.

Workshop leader Maren C. Tirabassi is an ordained United Church of Christ pastor, the author of 17 books. She trav-
els throughout the country facilitating workshops on creative worship, youth ministry, elder care and liturgical writing.

Conference Programming Fee: $20/15 and older, $10/11-14, $5/Under 11. Make check out to “Weekend Conference 
of the Laity.”

Registrar: Barbara Smith-Delahunt, 2012laityevent@gmail.com, (603) 623-4366, 226 Fox Hollow Way, Manchester, 
NH 03104.

Financial Aid: Scholarship applications may be requested with registration before July 1.
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GRANITE STATE COLLEGE  
mon 9/3 to thu 9/6

Introduction to 
Oceanography (SCI 520)  
or Life Story (SOSC 644)

www.granite.edu

Take a learning retreat! Granite State 
College of the University System of New 
Hampshire will host two courses on Star in 
an accelerated format. Courses are open to 
all, whether they are part of a degree pro-
gram or personal enrichment.

One preparatory class session in Rochester, 
NH is required on 8/25 prior to residency 
on Star Island. For more information or to 
register, call (603) 332.8335 or visit www.
granite.edu.

Star Island Literary festival 
Sun 8/26 to fri 8/31

Literally: An Island
www.starisland.org/litfest

Share the experience of literature with Anita Shreve, 
Katherine Towler, Corwin Ericson, and other guests. The 
Star Island Literary Festival is home to creativity, imagina-
tion and the art of writing. Join us as this island experience 
grows into a burgeoning festival with authors, educators and 
those simply interested in good writing.

Guest Speakers: Anita Shreve, author of The Weight of 
Water; Katherine Towler, author of the Snow Island trilogy; 
Corwin Ericson, author of Swell
Conference Programming Fee: $200. Make the check out 
to “Star Island,” memo: Literary Festival.

Registrar: Mike Bray, mbray@starisland.org, (603) 430-
6272, 30 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03820.



18

Innerpeace Healing Arts ~ Wed 9/5 or Fri 9/7 to Sun 9/9

Nourishing The Goddess
www.innerpeacehealingarts.com

Experience inner peace while you nurture, renew and celebrate spirit 
with gentle yoga, meditation, Yoga Nidra (the practice of deep relax-
ation),  and “Art from the Heart” (healing self expression through the 
visual arts). The full retreat will also include Wise Earth Ayurveda 
warm oil therapies.  Enter into the wonder of island, sea, stars and 
sunsets.  Live in beauty on our island haven and fill your soul with 
joy as you heal, nourish, and transform your life. Learn techniques to 
live in harmony with nature, self and others. Experience the majesty, 
wisdom, power, love and joy of your own true goddess nature as you 
embrace the spirit of the island.

Susan Stibler is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Registered Yoga 
Teacher, Wise Earth Ayurveda Instructor and the proprietor of 
Innerpeace Healing Arts in Dover, NH. Cada Driscoll is a NH Certified 
Arts Educator, and Wise Earth Ayurveda Instructor. 

Registration: www.innerpeacehealingarts.com

Midweek I ~ Mon 9/3 to Fri 9/7

Retreat
Our adult retreat appeals to folks who 
want a break from their busy lives dur-
ing the transition from summer to fall.  
Nothing is required except orienta-
tion, but our minister of the week gives 
thought-provoking talks every morning, 
and there are evening candelight lay-
led services, along with lots of music, 
reading, dozing, rock-walking, tennis, 
great food, sun and wind and friendly 
camaraderie.

Minister: Rev. Mary Giles Edes

Conference Programming Fee: $35/
person. Make check out to “Midweek I.”

Registrar: Sarah Hooker, sarah.
hooker@myfairpoint.net, 45 Uncles 
Way, Marshfield, VT 05658.

Midweek II ~ Mon 9/10 to Fri 9/14

Star, Star, Star  
Without Frills

If you are enamored with Star, ours 
is the conference. We will only dis-
turb your love affair with meals and 
two daily chapels. This is an excellent 
opportunity for a retreat with friends. 
There are many places where you can 
enjoy privacy on the island at this time 
of the eyar.

Minister: Rev. Telos Whitfield

Conference Programming Fee: $25/per-
son. Make the check out to “Midweek 
II.”

Registrar: Howard Bennett, howbenn@
gmail.com, (267) 980-6518, 11508 
Ann’s Choice Way, Warminster, PA 
18974.



NH Society of Photographic Artists
thu 9/6 to sun 9/9

Photographer’s Retreat
www.nhspa.org

This four-day retreat, now in its 15th year, is an 
opportunity to take photographs on Star Island and 
share these and other photographs you may bring 
with you with other film and digital photographers. 
A special guest photographer will offer an evening 
program and a workshop. Photographers of all lev-
els of experience are welcome. 

Conference Programming Fee: $85/person. Make 
the check out to “NHSPA.”

Registrar: Joe Mazzaglia, mazzaglia1@aol.com, (603) 
436-9875, One Mill St. #121, Dover, NH 03820.

Writers in the Round: Songwriters and poets retreat ~ Thu 9/6 to Sun 9/9

Creative Collaboration
www.witrhome.org/retreat

Writers in the Round is a four-day retreat for songwriters and poets whose spirit is supportive, creative and collab-
orative. It is a time for stretching boundaries, playing with new forms and ideas, learning from one another and 
breathing fresh salt air. We welcome all levels of artistry. WITR offers daily classes, unstructured time for com-
position and sharing, small group workshops and nightly song and poetry swaps. Past retreats drew writers from 
all over New England and as far away as Wisconsin. Instructors are supportive of risk-taking for writers want-
ing to expand their repertoire, as well as encouraging  for emerging artists. Past participants have noted that the 
experience was remarkable for sparking creativity and providing a safe, yet stimulating learning environment.

Registration: See conference website.
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WriteLines ~ mon 9/3 to Fri 9/7

Creative Writing Workshop 
www.writelines.net

Come to the island during the quiet time of year. In a small group environment, the workshop leader will provide 
prompts from which the group will write. Participants who desire will read their work aloud. Positive comments 
only. Star Island and the workshop leader have a way of tapping into your creativity. This workshop is suitable 
for writers of all genres and skill levels. 

Registration: For further information and pricing, visit www.writelines.net, or contact Dale at dale@writelines.
net, (407) 803-8840. If you would like to e-mail participants from previous workshops, e-mail Dale for references. 
This group has the possibility of adding a second workshop if enrollment warrants it.
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ISLES OF SHOALS HISTORICAL and RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION September CONFERENCE  

Fri 9/7 to SUN 9/9

New England Lighthouses and the 
People Who Kept Them

www.ishra.org

Beautiful and historic lighthouses along the New 
England coast each have their own stories to tell. Learn 
about the lights, the people who kept them and today’s 
efforts to preserve these treasures. Enjoy a casual week-
end of activities including social events, nature strolls 
and a candlelit service in Gosport Chapel.

Guest Speaker: Jeremy D’Entremont, American 
Lighthouse Foundation historian

Conference Programming Fee: $60/person. Make the 
check out to “ISHRA.”

Registrar: Rose Schlegel, rmschlegel@comcast.net,  
(978) 462-6945, 29 Pine Hill Road, Newburyport, 
MA 01950.

Isles of Shoals Association, UU ~ Fri 9/7 to Sun 9/9

Occupy Star Island
www.shoals.org

The Isles of Shoals Unitarian Universalists conference offers you a chance to “Occupy Star Island.” But, not to 
worry. There will be no pepper spray, no riot police and no rubber bullets, just great stories from the past, hopes for 
the future and of course “knitting needles for freedom” on the porch. Come join us, unplug, rewind and take over.

Conference Programming Fee: $15 for ISA members; $25 for non-members (includes 1 year ISA membership).

Registrar: Dick LeSchack, arleschack@gmail.com, (781) 275-1026, 8 Carlisle Road, Bedford, MA 01730.

Star Bridge ~ Mon 9/10 to Fri 9/14

It’s In the Cards
www.starisland.org/bridge

As we move closer to Star Island, we know that the cards packed in our luggage will arrive for the right reason: 
play. Join Star Bridge as we endeavor each day in casual and formal bridge games. Find friends and new faces 
sitting at the table with you, and delight in the scenery when games conclude. The conference will provide instruc-
tion to new card players, or those interested in honing their skills. Cards will be provided, and a small tournament 
will conclude our island stay. 

Conference Programming Fee: $40. Make the check out to “Star Island,” memo: Bridge.

Registrar: Mike Bray, mbray@starisland.org, (603) 430-6272, 30 Middle Street, Portsmouth, NH 03820.



Star Women ~ Wed 9/12 or Fri 9/14 to Sun 9/16

Women’s Retreat
A casual retreat with a mind/body/spirit focus. Minimal structure fosters an environment which encourages 
individuality, spontaneity and creativity while respecting solitude and silence. Activities have included knitting, 
basket-making and other handcrafts, sharing poetry, movement activities and self-exploration We create com-
munity through conversation–sharing stories, experience and wisdom in workshops, while dining, walking on 
the rocks or pulling up a rocker on the porch. It’s all about you, whether you come on your own or with a friend. 

Conference Programming Fee: Full $75/person, weekend $50/person. Make the check out to “Star Women.”

Registrar: Leslie Melfi, lesliesews@yahoo.com, P.O. Box 907, Rye, NH 03870.
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Star Island Yoga Retreat ~ thu 9/13 to sun 9/16

Yoga Retreat
www.rasamaya.com

Join yogis of all levels, practice with some of New England’s finest teachers and follow your heart on our tenth anni-
versary yoga retreat.  “Star Island is the perfect place to deepen your yoga practice and leave the hustle and bustle 
of the world behind. Go inward and at the same time meet a wonderful community of yogis!” 

Conference Programming Fee: $175/person. Make the check out to “Rasamaya LLC.”

Registrar: Carrie Tyler, carrie@rasamaya.com, 1 Washington Street, Suite 1020, Dover, NH 03820.

Financial Aid: Limited scholarships are available. Please email the registrar to inquire.



STAR HAMPSHIRE DANCE ~ fri 9/14 to sun 9/16

20th Traditional Music and Dance Weekend
star.nhcountrydance.com

Our small, friendly music and dance weekend focuses on contra 
dancing, and also includes square, English country and couple 
dances. There is time to relax and explore the beautiful, historic 
island, including joining yoga or singing conferences, rocking on 
the porch or attending a chapel service. The talented caller, Lisa 
Greenleaf, will work with equally talented musicians.

Conference Programming Fee: $80/person.  Make check out to 
“Star Hampshire.”  Registration begins 4/1.

Registrar: Chrissy Fowler, ktaadn_me@hotmail.com (207) 338-
0979, 93 Kaler Road, Belfast, ME 04915

Star Island Harmony ~ fri 9/14 to sun 9/16

Sacred & Secular Choral Singing for 
Church, Hospice and Community Choruses

www.amidonmusic.com/StarIslandHarmony

A weekend of mostly a cappella 4-part harmony singing; of arrange-
ments of folk songs, hymns, spirituals, gospel, seasonal songs, shape 
note songs and songs written by folks steeped in the oral tradition; 
for directors and singers in church, hospice and community cho-
ruses, and for those who simply love to sing. Singing led by Mary 
Cay Brass, Kathy Bullock and John Harrison.

Conference Programming Fee: $95/person. Make check out to 
“Peter Amidon.”

Registrar: Peter Amidon, amidonpeter@gmail.com, 

(802) 257-1006, 20 Willow St., Brattleboro, VT 05301

Financial Aid: Contact Peter Amidon
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Star Island is private property owned and operated by the Star Island 
Corporation, dedicated to religious and educational activities. All con-
ferees, guests and day visitors come to the island with permission from 
the Star Island Corporation. This permission may be revoked at any 
time if, in the sole discretion of those in charge of island operations, 
such action is deemed necessary because of behavior that causes dis-
ruption of a meeting, program or activity; creates a threat to the health 

and safety of others; or causes damage to island property.

Special thanks to the following photographers  
whose photographs are used in this publication:

Sally Armstrong, Sheila Barrows, Neal Burnham, Jim Cahoon, 
Irja Cilluffo, Karen Delnegro, Sean D. Elliot, Darren Grebe, 
Victoria Hardy, Bob Levine, Katie Martell, Perry Mixter, 
David Murray, Gary Nashan, Lora Roberts, Susan Stibler, 

Kevin Underriner, Lori Weddell, Lydia Williams.  
Cover: Tarra Haskell and Steve Hathaway.
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Financial Aid
If paying at the full rate would preclude you and your family 
from attending a conference, please inform your conference 
registrar. Many conferences have established scholarship 
programs to help in cases of hardship. If you are able, donations 
to conference scholarship funds are greatly appreciated. Star 
Island Corporation also has a financial aid program and has set 
aside a total of $20,000 to support this effort. This confidential 
program is available to individuals and families that are 
registered for a conference and have not received a conference 
scholarship. Applications and information are available at www.
starisland.org.
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