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A Proud & Fascinating History
Sailors visiting the Isles of Shoals gave Star 
Island its name because the island’s points 
stretch in all directions like the flashes of a 
distant star. 

These islands were called “Smith’s Isles” in 
the 17th century after Captain John Smith 
landed here. Star Island and neighboring 
Appledore Island operated mainly as a fish-
ing village until the Grand Hotel Era of the 
late 1800’s when Star Island attracted such 
notable artists and writers as Childe Hassam, 
Celia Thaxter, Nathaniel Hawthorne and John 
Greenleaf Whittier, among others. 

Legend has it that Blackbeard the Pirate 
landed here and buried treasure. The mur-
der that inspired Anita Shreve’s novel The 
Weight of Water took place on neighboring 
Smuttynose.

Learn more about Star Island once you step on 
shore with our island historian and naturalist. 
Walk into our history museum which displays 
artifacts from the fishing village era to today’s 
conference center, with a few items dating 
back thousands of years. Visit our marine lab 
to get up close to the natural wonders of the 
Isles of Shoals with touch tanks and opportu-
nities to be citizen scientists.

Boat Service to Star Island
Isles of shoals steamshIp Company: Sail from 
Portsmouth on the M/V Thomas Laighton or 
Celia Thaxter. www.islesofshoals.com or call (800) 
441-4620.

Island CruIses, InC.: Sail from Rye Harbor on the Uncle 
Oscar.  www.uncleoscar.com or call (603) 964-6446.
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Our Mission
Our mission since 1915 is to hold and maintain Star 
Island and such other property as the Corporation 
may hold or acquire, as a center for religious, 
education, and kindred purposes consistent with the 
principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
and the United Church of Christ.

Our Vision
Our vision is to create on Star Island an environment 
that frees all who come to renew spiritually, explore 
matters of consequence, and gain knowledge about 
the world as it might ideally be.



All the rush and fuss of mainland life are left 
behind when you arrive on Star Island. Enter the 
Oceanic Hotel and step back in time to a sim-
pler, less hectic era. Come to Star Island, one 
of the nine ruggedly beautiful islands in the 
Isles of Shoals, located an hour’s boat ride from 
Portsmouth, NH. 

Star Island — a source of spiritual renewal  
and inspiration for people of all ages.

Day visit: Take a morning cruise out of 
Portsmouth or Rye, explore the island’s rich 
history, enjoy the view of Gosport Harbor and 
the Atlantic Ocean from a rocking chair on the 
porch of the Oceanic Hotel. Bring a picnic and 
lunch in one of many quiet spots.

Programs: Whether for a full week, a few days 
or over a weekend, give yourself time to study 
art, religion, music, world affairs, science, pho-
tography, dance or yoga—to name just a few 
of the many enriching programs and theme 
weeks for adults, families, and youth held from 
mid-June through mid-September. You’re also 
invited to try out a program for one or two days 
as a Conference Overnight Guest. 

Personal Retreats: Your get-away to Star Island 
for one, two, or many nights of retreat and per-
sonal time. Plan a family reunion, gather up a 
group of friends or come on your own.

Registration and Info @ StarIsland.org

SPEND A DAY • COME FOR A NIGHT • OR STAY A WEEK

•	 Capture the island’s rugged beauty through 
photography or painting.

•	 Listen to live music on the front porch.
•	 Explore flowers, birds and marine life.
•	 Savor a lobster roll and ice cream at the snack bar.
•	 Enjoy wholesome meals served family-style.
•	 Visit the island’s interactive history museum.
•	 Explore the touch tanks in the marine lab.
•	 Row or kayak across Gosport Harbor and visit 

a neighboring island.
•	 Play a game of tennis, softball or bocce.
•	 Watch the sunrise from East Rock and the 

sunset from the Summerhouse.
•	 Make new friends.
•	 Walk our trails, climb rocks, meander around 

graveyards and monuments.
•	 Attend a candlelight service in the centuries 

old stone chapel.
•	 Sit in on a morning talk or find a solitary 

moment to create art or write.
•	 Renew your spirit.

All are welcome to visit 
and spend a night.

Star Island’s values are consistent with 
the principles of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association and the United 
Church of Christ. 


